Mediterranean cultures on which, to a great extent, European cultures based themselves.
2 Nowadays this intertwining has become an inescapable reality of the world's cultures. Africa emerges as a highly visible presence in the Americas, and AfricanAmerican styles capture Europe's youth, many of which are of (North-) African descent.
The point we want to make is not so much that the studies on the African presence on the world stage offer powerful arguments for a critique of traditional Eurocentric views of the continents as essentially different from each other. They do offer valuable arguments; but they have already become participants in complex debates about the exact role of Africa in the global past, and about the relevance of that history for presentday debates. We will not enter that important field of inquiry here. Rather, our point is that these studies and debates testify to a deep desire to see the continents as essentially, radically intertwined. This desire motivates some scholars' enthusiasm about studies that propose to define Europe as partly African (see above), or Africa as Western (as parts of Africa were regarded as part of the Roman Empire), or Africa as
This desire is worth a closer look. It has partly come about in specific, African responses to Europe's anxious insistence on its own autonomy, and partly in response Thamyris/Intersecting No. 11 (2003) 
